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School Self-Evaluation Report

scHooLNAME:  Tang National School

1 - INTRODUCTION - Short paragraph about the school context, information on previous work undertaken in relation to SSE

St. Mary's National School, Tang is a co-educational school situated in the county of Westmeath on the Longford/Westmeath border. We strive to create a learning environment where
children are safe to grow in knowledge and understanding and continuously acquire new skills, attitudes and values. We are a five teacher co-educational school with one full time
support teacher and one part-time support teacher.

1.1 - Outcomes of our last improvement plan from Sept 2016 to S€pt 2018

® Principal newly appointed Sept 2019 & collecting info from staff re. SSE pre Sept 2019.
o Please note embargo on SSE.

The focus of this evaluation
Sept 2018 Jan 2020
We undertook self-evaluation of teaching and learning during the period / to / .

We evaluated the following aspect(s) of teaching and learning:
« STEM - teaching and learning in Science - practical approaches throughout the school

Use of local environment to inform and shape teaching and learning and planning for
®Science lessons - bog, woodlands, canal

FINDINGS

This is effective / very effective practice in our school - List the main strengths of the school in teaching and
learning.

° Teachers' curricular and pedagogical knowledge & participation in CPD.
Whole school plan is being utilized and implemented across the school
Pupils' have a positive attitude and disposition to science throughout the school
List the main strengths of the school in teaching and learning.
@ There are plenty of opportunities to gather information- area surrounding school.
There are lots of resources.
Green area for planting and exploration.
Local accessibility to and use of Newcastle woods in Autumn and Summer seasons.
Access to iPads and laptops and internet and digital resources for research.

This is how we know - List the evidence sources. Refer to pupils’ dispositions, attainment, knowledge and skills.

® Teachers' plans reflect whole school agreed approach, curricular and pedagogical knowledge
SCOT'’s Analysis completed by all staff

@ Student questionnaire with Focus group
Teacher Practices and methodologies used.

e School Science Plan (Year 1 and 2)
Inventory of resources all categorized

This is what we are going to focus on to improve our practice further - Specify the aspects of teaching and
learning the school has identified and prioritised for further improvement

® Practical approaches to science across the classes

Use of the local environment and habitats to inform science lessons - 5th & 6th class - Corlea bog, Infants to 2nd - Portlick &
® Newcastle woodland, 3rd & 4th Class - Canal which links with topics on our Science plan

Development of school garden - planting plan for every class
@ Increase time allocated to experimenting e.g. more practical activities, visits to science fairs.

OUR IMPROVEMENT PLAN

On the next page we have recorded:

The targets for improvement we have set
The actions we will implement to achieve these
Who is responsible for implementing, monitoring and reviewing our improvement plan

How we will measure progress and check outcomes (criteria for success)
As we implement our improvement plan we will record:

e The progress made, and adjustments made, and when
o Achievement of targets (original and modified), and when
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® To explore practical approaches to science across the classes

To enhance the use of the local environment and habitats to inform
TARGETS ® science lessons - bog, woodland, canal

To develop a school garden and create a planting plan for every class for
® school garden

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?

ACTIONS Whole Staff , SSE Co-ordinator,
Principal, Relevant Teachers, Class
Teachers, Pupils, Parents, BOM

® To attend local and national science exhibitions Whole staff, pupils, parents

To participate in Science week where pupils will have the
° opportunity to engage with and experience practical
science experiments daily

Whole staff and pupils

Bi-annual trips to agreed local habitat (class dependent) - | Class teacher pupils
® Bogs, woodland, canal '

Plan and develop a school garden Whole school community
o
Create a planting plan for every class for the school Whole school community
garden
° Whole Staff

Link visits to Science topics in Curriculum. Incorporate into
Science Plan.

?
MONITORING WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?

Whole Staff , SSE Co-ordinator,

STRATEGIES AND APPROACHES Principal, Relevant Teachers, Class
Teachers, Pupils, Parents, BOM

® Science week - preparation and implementation | Whole staff, pupils

Development of school garden Whole school community
SSE Notice board Principal
® Use of local environment and habitat across All class teachers, pupils
classes to inform teaching and learning - All class teachers, pupils
° Cuntas Miosuil Whole staff

Incorporate more practical activities into
lessons to encourage discovery based learning
e Draw children's attention to Science when
integrated into other lessons. Design and make
rockets & Maths shapes, SPHE healthy eating.




EVALUATION - Criteria for success - EVALUATION TOOLS

Are we making progress? How do we know?
® Teacher feedback - meetings, Science week, planning ® Meetings
Science week as an annual event Calendar of Science week

¢ Use of local environment by all teachers to inform

. ® Activities & photos from trips on
science lessons

website news feed.
® Teacher feedback, Teachers'

o Development of a school garden ;
plans, feedback from pupils and

@ Creation of a school garden planting plan e parents
Visible school garden
Use of school garden produce during cookery lessons e School garden planting plan
with Valerie

NECESSARY ADJUSTMENTS THROUGHOUT IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS:

As we monitored, did we have to adjust targets? Change or adapt actions?

. Jan 2019 - Year 1 and 2 plan created for classes (JI &SI, 1st &2nd, 3rd &4th, 5th &6th) to learn about specific Animals, Insects, flowers and plants each year.
Sept 2019 - Need for development and implementation of agreed actions by all staff
. Sept 2019 - School garden created in advance of return to school

Sept 2019/October 2019 - Agreed whole school garden planting plan created and ratified

December 2019 - All teachers had agreed habitat to focus on for each of the class levels - bog, woodland or canal

Adjustments had to be made due to Covid 19 but continued development during Remote Learning Covid-19 - Teachers to focus and plan for design and make lessons for all classes
during period of remote learning

. Links made to practical activities in the class to science.
Principal to create a SSE board o draw children’s attention to our SSE focus of Science.
. Due to Split class changes a new Year 1 and Year2 plan was created for Animals, Insects, Flowers and Plants learning for Senior Infants and 1st class in Sept 2020.

Post Mar 2020 while in school - school trips were not permitted due to COVID so updated Science focus to use our school environment - develop garden, develop wild/unkept
pollinator patch, develop bug hotels.

TARGETS ACHIEVED (INCLUDE DATE)

Practical activities - 5th and 6th class designed and made circuit boards. May and June
All classes planted seeds and bulbs according to the garden planting plan. 2021

) ] Autumn 2020,
The school extended the garden to include fruit bushes and trees Oct 20 5:#,:3"2021
During Lockdown 1- March 2020-June 2020 : All children were provided differentiated weekly science

experiments in an effort to keep the focus on Science.

Trips to the local woods for Infants to 2nd (Newcastle woods and Portlick woods).

Autumn 2019

. . ) . ) And Aut
Nature scavenger hunt & science trail designed while school trips were on hold - June 2021. N0 Adtumn

Outside speaker organized on Bees & Dandelions.
Action Day on Biodiversity held in May 2021

Use of our own environment - adjustment to use of local environment target.

Grand Canal and Corlea Bog — postponed due to Covid19.

However we designed a tree trail where all trees in the school ground have been identified
and labelled - May 2021.

While in school 3rd and 4th class children built Bug hotels- April/May/June 2021.

Mar 20
- school
closure

See http://schoolself-evaluation.ie/primary/resources/reporting-sse
for more templates including:

e The Board of Management Annual Checklist
e A suggested template for communicating a summary report to the Whole
School Community



http://schoolself-evaluation.ie/primary/resources/reporting-sse/
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