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School Self-Evaluation Report

SCHOOL NAME:

1 - INTRODUCTION - Short paragraph about the school context, information on previous work undertaken in relation to SSE

St. Mary's National School, Tang is a co-educational school situated in the county of Westmeath on the Longford/Westmeath border. We strive to create a learning environment where
children are safe to grow in knowledge and understanding and continuously acquire new skills, attitudes and values. We are a five teacher co-educational school with one full time
support teacher and one part-time support teacher.

1.1 - Outcomes of our last improvement plan from Sept 2018 Jan 2020

® STEM- Practical science across the whole school. Enhancmg the use of the local
e €Nvironment to inform science lessons namely the school garden, bog, woodland & canal.

The focus of this evaluation

Jan 2020  Jan 2022
We undertook self-evaluation of teaching and learning during the period / to / .

We evaluated the following aspect(s) of teaching and learning:

elLiteracy - Spellings
.Implementation of Single Word Spelling Test program and approach (SWST)

FINDINGS

This is effective / very effective practice in our school - List the main strengths of the school in teaching and
learning.
¢ All teachers support and promote spelling development within their classrooms
. Opportunities for children for free writing within the classroom
Opportunities to revise, edit and receive feedback on written work and to publish using
e digital technologies

This is how we know - List the evidence sources. Refer to pupils’ dispositions, attainment, knowledge and skills.

® Teachers' feedback

e Pupils’ work - writing copies, free writing samples

. Assessment - pre-assessment before implementation of the SWST approach
This is what we are going to focus on to improve our practice further - Specify the aspects of teaching and
learning the school has identified and prioritised for further improvement

e Focus on SWST from 1st to 6th class

o Focus on application of spellings in writing process - free writing, writing genres

OUR IMPROVEMENT PLAN

On the next page we have recorded:

The targets for improvement we have set
The actions we will implement to achieve these

°
°
e Who is responsible for implementing, monitoring and reviewing our improvement plan
e How we will measure progress and check outcomes (criteria for success)

As we implement our improvement plan we will record:

e The progress made, and adjustments made, and when
o Achievement of targets (original and modified), and when
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School Improvement Plan

Whole Staff
SSE CO-ORDINATOR

® To implement Single Word Spelling Test Program and approach in all

classes 1st to 6th
TARGETS °

To provide opportunities for pupils to apply their learning (SWST) to their
® written work (Free writing, Writing Genres)

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?

ACTIONS Whole Staff , SSE Co-ordinator,
Principal, Relevant Teachers, Class
Teachers, Pupils, Parents, BOM

® Researched applicable approaches, programs | Whole staff
and training re. single word spelling tests

Implemented single word spelling test approach |All teachers 1st - 6th and SET team
across all classes 1st - 6th

Provided opportunities across the whole school |Whole staff, pupils, parents

for pupils to engage with and experience free
e Writing and the writing genres

Team teaching approach to support rollout of Whole staff

spelling program SWST
® Administer pre-SWST Test and post-SWST test | SET Teachers

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE?

MONITORING
Whole Staff , SSE Co-ordinator,
STRATEGIES AND APPROACHES Principal, Relevant Teachers, Class
Teachers, Pupils, Parents, BOM
® Assessment/SWST spelling copies. SET Teacher
Planning for implementation of the SWST Whole staff
® Approach
o Heedback at staff meetings Whole staff
Principal

SSE Notice board

°
End of term/year review with teachers and Whole staff

pupils




EVALUATION - Criteria for success - EVALUATION TOOLS

Are we making progress? How do we know?
® Assessment pre and post-SWST approach ® Assessment - SWST
implemented
® Feedback from teachers ® Staff Meetings
@ Samples of pupils' work post - implementation of e Portfolio with samples
SWST approach post-implentation
) ()
Pupil Feedback/Questionnaire with focus groups Pupils feedback/questionnaire
° e With focus groups

NECESSARY ADJUSTMENTS THROUGHOUT IMPLEMENTATION PROCESS:

As we monitored, did we have to adjust targets? Change or adapt actions?

October 2019 - Use of Aladdin to record assessment in SWST
Training - ISM team reviewed the resources collectively from NEPS on Words their Way program - found to be very similar to the practices we use in SWST spelling sessions.

Administration of pre & post-SWST carried out with all pupils - went well (October 2019, September 2020, December 2020, January 2022)
o Mar 2020 - During school closure to keep children engaged with learning spellings SEN Teachers and 3rd 4th Class trialled using Spelling City website - worked for some not
for others, many children did not have Internet access while parents were working.

® Administration of post - SWST assessment carried out with all pupils - Improvement visible - October 2020.

DEC 2020: Whole staff decision to begin with two SWST sessions per week in Senior Infants and First Class for Term 1 & Term 2, 1 session per week in 2nd class for Term 1
& 2. Thereafter increase or decrease number of sessions or rollout period based on assessments & teacher observation of spelling needs in a particular class. SWST also to
be used for blocks of team teaching in other classes based on assessed spelling needs each year. Assessment administered annually as part of SET Calendar of
Assessment in all classes and the repeated post intervention.

Samples of focus group pupils' free writing collated in May 2022. Focus group/Survey of pupils' experience of SWST approach to spelling May 2022.

Rollout a 6-8 week block of intervention using SWST approaches to Senior infant children in Mrs Seery's as when class split comes back together it would be beneficial that
@ all Si children are familiar with SWST Term 3 2022.

TARGETS ACHIEVED (INCLUDE DATE)

To implement Single Word Spelling Test Program and approach in all
classes 1st to 6th - visible improvement in spelling ages on assessments
between Sept 2020 and Dec 2020 when SWST was rolled out to all
classes for a term/block of team teaching.

To provide opportunities for pupils to apply their learning (SWST) to their written work
(Free writing, Writing Genres) - visible improvements with letter formation, size and
position on lines through working in smaller groups with focus on handwriting and
observed improvement in listening skills through dictation of sentences.

See http://schoolself-evaluation.ie/primary/resources/reporting-sse
for more templates including:

e The Board of Management Annual Checklist
e A suggested template for communicating a summary report to the Whole
School Community



http://schoolself-evaluation.ie/primary/resources/reporting-sse/
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